
 
 

LION ANNOUNCES BUSINESSES TO REVOLUTIONISE THE F&B INDUSTRY 
 

After a global search across Australian and New Zealand, ten startups and 
scaleups were accepted into the Lion Unleashed accelerator program run by 

Slingshot 
 
SYDNEY, 13 September - Lion is excited to announce the cohort for Lion ‘Unleashed’, 
a 12-week accelerator program that will see close collaboration between participants 
and the leading food and beverage company.  
 
In the first year of launching the program, 300 applications from across the globe were 
received for Unleashed, with emerging businesses looking to gain an edge in their quest 
to carve out a chunk of the global food and beverage industry.  
 
The chosen cohort includes a range of emerging and established businesses from 
across Australia and New Zealand, including startup Perkii Probiotics which has 
released the world’s first water and juice drink with 1 billion microencapsulated 
probiotics and only 26 calories, and KegIt, software that allows vendors to track kegs in 
the growing craft brewing market.  
 
The ten businesses participating in the program are: 
 
BoozeBud - An alcohol discovery and delivery platform that offers your favourite brands 
and local producers you won't find anywhere else. 
 
Earlypay Exchange – A platform that facilitates and automates mass early payment 
negotiation between corporate customers and their thousands of vendors. 
 
Freight Exchange - An online logistics company offering interstate freight transport 
across Australia. 
 
KegIt - Software and technology to track kegs, primarily in the growing craft brewing 
market. 
 
Perkii Probiotics - Have released the world’s first water and juice drink with 1 billion 
microencapsulated probiotics and only 26 calories. 
 
SHOUTback! – A fresh take on social coupons in the hospitality space. 
 
SmartSpotter - Crowd sources shoppers to provide real-time feedback and data on 
store promotions. 
 

https://www.boozebud.com/
https://www.earlypayx.com/
https://www.freightexchange.com.au/
https://www.freightexchange.com.au/
http://theinventoryguys.com.au/
http://theinventoryguys.com.au/
https://perkii.com.au/
http://www.shoutback.com.au/
http://au.smartspotter.com/


 
SnackProud - Helps businesses bring healthier snacks and catering to the office to fuel 
good work. 
 
Tayble – An app for people who love to order, but hate to wait. Order, pay & eat without 
leaving your seat. Servicing bars, pubs, clubs and restaurants across Sydney. 
 
Tailor Brews - An online solution allowing customers to go online and create their own 
customised beer. 
 
CEO of Lion, Stuart Irvine, said the diverse cohort addresses some key opportunities 
and challenges in the food and beverage industry including greater connectivity with 
consumers, streamlining logistics and handling, making healthy choices easier and 
taking advantage of new marketing channels.  
 
“We are incredibly excited by the breadth of businesses taking part in our first 
Unleashed program and by the cohort’s depth of talent. Great ideas can come from the 
edge and we want to work with people and businesses that can bring these to life and 
get results. We are looking forward to using our size, scale and resources as well as 
Lion’s extensive network to help them to be successful.”   
 
CEO of Slingshot, Karen Lawson said the program will give these businesses the boost 
they need to make it in a complex and ever-changing industry.  
 
“Food and beverage is a major industry sector for the ANZ economy and the market 
opportunity is huge. Unleashed will facilitate true collaboration between Lion, who 
operates on a large scale, and emerging players, who have the flexibility to meet niche 
demands and innovate on pre-existing systems. By combining these two powerful and 
complementary forces we are set to supercharge an already strong market and cement 
Lion’s place as a leader in F&B.” 
 
Designed in partnership with leading corporate accelerator Slingshot, the program will 
see entrepreneurs work with Unleashed mentors like Kate Parker, CEO of Your Tea, 
Alistair Venn, Managing Director of Menulog and Mark Moran, Head of Global 
Partnerships at TripAdvisor/Dimmi/LaFourchette. 
 
Startup participants will exchange equity for up to $50,000 from the Slingshot 
Investment Fund and receive additional benefits such as access to software and 
coworking space, valued at over $500,000 from the likes of AWS, IBM, Xero and 
WeWork. 
 
Lion Unleashed participants will show the culmination of their work by pitching to Lion 
executives, stakeholders and potential investors at Demo Day on the 6 December 2017. 
 

http://www.snackproud.com.au/
Tayble.co
tailorbrews.com
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For more information and media requests: 
Susannah Binsted 
Media and Capital Partners 
susannah.binsted@mcpartners.com.au 
+61 448 895 553  
 
Charlotte Churchill 
Lion Pty Ltd 
Charlotte.churchill@lionco.com 
+61 403 479 966 
 
Paula Baker 
Lion Pty Ltd 
Paula.baker@lionco.com 
+61 428 620 887 
 

About Lion 

Lion is a leading beverage and food company with a portfolio that includes many of our region’s favourite 
brands.  

We employ approx. 6,700 people across Australia and New Zealand predominantly and take great pride in 
our local manufacturing footprint, which spans 31 sites – including large breweries, craft breweries, dairy 
farms, milk, cheese, yoghurt and juice sites as well as venues and 39 Liquor King retail outlets in New 
Zealand. 

About Slingshot 

http://mcpartners.com.au/
mailto:Charlotte.churchill@lionco.com
mailto:Paula.baker@lionco.com


 
Slingshot is Australia’s leading corporate accelerator program, working with clients such as Qantas, Lion 
Group, SEEK, Hudson, HCF, ING Direct, the NSW Government, the QLD Government and UTS. The 
Startups and Scaleups that have gone through Slingshot-run accelerators have a combined market 
capitalisation of more than $227M and over 82 per cent are still active or have been acquired. The 
Slingshot methodology is validated and university accredited, with their STAR4000 course helping to 
equip the next generation of entrepreneurs. This year Slingshot also launched a new 
platform, CoVentured, to connect corporate Australia to a growing community of Startups and Scaleups. 
Founding corporates on the platform included Westpac, Woolworths, Optus, Australia Post, Energy 
Australia, Lendlease and Tabcorp.  
 

https://www.coventured.com/

